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Fatherhood

HENRY M. MORRIS IV

olidays honoring parents have become official only in the

20th century, even though somewhat similar recognitions

were customary in ancient times. Father’s Day in particular

was not officially recognized as a national American holiday
until 1972, after acceptance slowly grew from its initial observances in the
early 1900s.

Biblically, it is surely fitting to have special days to express love and
gratitude for our parents. After all, the fifth of God’s Ten Commandments
begins, “Honour thy father and thy mother” (Exodus 20:12), and was fur-
ther affirmed and even strengthened through the apostle Paul when, in
honoring and obeying our parents, we are promised “it may be well with
thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth” (Ephesians 6:3).

So this month as we celebrate fatherhood, it is fitting to ask: What
does it take to be worthy of such honor? Biblically speaking, Christian
fathers are exhorted to “train up” (Proverbs 22:6) their children in an envi-
ronment of “nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4), which
naturally begins with the father’s own commitment to godly leadership
and godly living.

Perhaps the greatest incentive for godly living is the example fathers
set for their own children. From King Solomon we know that “children’s
children are the crown of old men; and the glory of children are their fa-
thers” (Proverbs 17:6). Therefore, children do indeed receive “glory” from
their fathers and should desire to follow in their footsteps, especially with
reference to their moral and spiritual examples.

One of the many joys of fatherhood is not only to have children,
but, Lord willing, to see one’s grandchildren as well. Most honorable men
will also work hard to be able to leave an inheritance to their children and,
through them, to their grandchildren. “A good man leaveth an inheritance
to his children’s children” (Proverbs 13:22).

Circumstances may not make it possible for fathers or grandfathers
to leave a material estate to their descendants. Therefore, promises such
as these must ultimately be understood in the spiritual sense. Even a poor
man can leave a goodly inheritance—an inheritance of love and con-

cern and a godly life. The greatest of all gifts to pass on to your children,
of course, is to lead them to saving faith in their Creator, the Lord Jesus
Christ. This most precious heirloom will last forever.

So in this sense, even men who are biologically childless can have
spiritual children as they witness for Christ. Paul, for example, could call
Timothy “my dearly beloved son” (2 Timothy 1:2), and he could remind
the believers at Corinth that “I have begotten you through the gospel” (1
Corinthians 4:15). Then, what further joy is ours when someone we have
led to Christ begins to lead still others to Him! These become our spiritual
“children’s children” in the great family of God, and such spiritual grand-
children constitute a most beautiful “crown” of fatherhood!

Through the years, the ministry of ICR has equipped countless
multitudes of fathers and grandfathers (and mothers and grandmothers,
too!) with the tools necessary to lead their families in a godly manner. Per-
haps our work has personally touched you in this
manner, or, like me, you have had the tremendous
privilege to “glory” in the inheritance passed on by
a godly father and grandfather. If so, ICR prayer-
fully invites your help to ensure that the work for
our ultimate heavenly Father will continue. @

Mr. Morris is Director of Donor Relations.
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‘ ‘ rgument weak at this point. Thump
podium and holler louder!”

This cliché is quoted derisively

from time to time to demonstrate

that all arguments have presuppositional begin-

nings that are logically and empirically “weak.”

Every idea, all religions (belief systems)—even

scientific theories—have foundational concepts

that are unprovable by physical means and in-
tellectual acumen.

This is so commonly understood and
widely accepted that we rarely think about this
ubiquitous condition. Everybody believes in
something. Even the atheist believes that there
is no God; there is certainly no way to “prove”
such a concept. All men and women have faith
that their particular presuppositions provide an
adequate basis for their actions and lifestyles.

That broad set of presupposi-
tions is also known as a worldview.

Dallas Willard relates a concept
in his book Divine Conspiracy that he
occasionally uses in his classes:

In our culture one is considered
educated if one “knows the right
answers.” That is, if one knows
which answers are the correct ones.
I sometimes joke with my students
at the university where I teach by asking
them if they believe what they wrote on
their tests. They always laugh. They
know belief is not required. Belief
only controls life.!

Belief controls life. Now that
piece of wisdom is important!

Jesus said it this way:

A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart bringeth
forth that which is good; and an
evil man out of the evil treasure of
his heart bringeth forth that which is
evil: for of the abundance of the heart
his mouth speaketh. (Luke 6:45).
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Belief controls life. Ideas have consequences.

= What you believe determines what you think.
- What you think dictates what you do.
- And what you do dominates your life.

In 1981, Francis Schaeffer wrote A Chris-
tian Manifesto as a response to a “new” Human-
ist Manifesto. As he opened his critique of the
humanist’s thinking, Dr. Schaeffer noted the
fundamental “change in the overall way people
think and view the world and life as a whole. This
shift has been away from a world view that was
at least vaguely Christian in people’s memory
(even if they were not individually Christian) fo-
ward something completely different—toward a
world view based upon the idea that the final re-
ality is impersonal matter or energy shaped into
its present form by impersonal chance.™
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This wholesale shift in thinking has so per-
meated the evangelical church that most Chris-
tians struggle with the concept of an almighty,
omniscient Creator to whom they must answer
one day. The pervasive symptom of this change
in thinking is the shift away from trusting the
revealed Word of God as an absolute source of
truth from the God who cannot lie (Titus 1:2).

Many evangelical churches believe that the
Bible may “contain” truth, but that one can no
longer be certain of its authority, accuracy, or ap-
plicability. Science has supposedly rendered the
early chapters of Genesis either useless as history
or downright deceptive. Scholars have uncov-
ered so-called “new” secrets about the Lord Jesus
and about the Bible. Famous preachers, politi-
cians, and celebrities loudly proclaim allegiance
to Jesus, only to be exposed in some scandal that
would embarrass the heathen.

We have come far—but cer-
tainly not in the right direction!
What, then, is the possibility or the
potential for righteous correction?

Wherewithal shall a young man
cleanse his way? by taking heed
thereto according to thy word.
With my whole heart have I
sought thee: O let me not wander
from thy commandments. Thy word have

I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin
against thee. (Psalm 119:9-11)

May the heart of the great Cre-
ator, whose word spoke the heavens
into existence, draw us this day into
a certainty about His inspired word
of truth. ®
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The Big Three

They are cornerstones of Christian faith—and real events that changed the course of hu-
man history. Find the connection from Creation, the Fall of man, and the Flood, and how
they led to Christ and eventually the cross. Dr. Henry Morris III reveals the powerful link

across history between core concepts of Christianity and our world today, such as:

* How the Scriptures negate the concept of theistic evolution
* Why a living faith and a saving faith exemplify a solid belief in special creation
* The challenges and confusion of scriptural interpretation within academia

This contemporary, easy to understand exploration of these issues reveals how and why
these three pivotal events form the very foundation of our faith.

Only $12.95 (plus shipping and bandling)

Exploring the Evidence for Creation

¢ If God exists, what does He expect of mankind?

¢ [s truth really absolute or can we adapt it according to our circumstances?
* What does the natural world teach us about creation?

* Can we believe in a Creator and still be true to science?

¢ Is the Bible accurate and authoritative in our lives?

Are Christians at liberty to place the theories of science over the Word of God? In Explor-
ing the Evidence for Creation, Dr. Henry Morris III cuts through the arguments and lays
out evidence that is rational, scientific, and biblically-based. Exploring the Evidence for
Creation is a primer on discovering truth, knowing God, and honoring Him as Creator.

Only $9.95 (plus shipping and handling)

5 Reasons to Believe
in Recent Creation

Is the Genesis account of creation literal
and inspired history, or is it just a symbolic
framework that should be adapted to the
most popular scientific theories?

Order either Exploring the
Evidence for Creation or

Dr. H Morris III offers fi , .
r. Henry Morris III offers five fundamental The Big Three and receivell

reasons why belief in a recent creation is

not only feasible, but vital to a true under- FREE copy of 5 Reasons to
standing of God’s Word. Christians need Believe in Recent Creation.

not rely on an unbiblical, unscientific theory Offer good through June 30,

in light of the glorious revelation of the 2009, so order now!

Creator Himself—and the wonders of His \ J
recent creation.

Only $2.95

(Plus shipping and handling)

U NE 2009 e TIET A iaTs



xplore the wonders of God's creation at Yosemite National
Park and Mammoth Lakes.

Highlights include Half Dome, Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias,
Tuolumne Meadows, a gondola ride to the top of Mammoth
Mountain, Glacier Point, and free time to enjoy day-hiking trails,

rock climbing, horseback riding, fishing, bicycling and overlooks.

e Listen as science experts from ICR reveal the incredible evi-
dence for creation at each destination.

e Enjoy luxury travel from San Francisco to Yosemite with accom-
modations in Yosemite Valley, Wawona, and Mammoth Lakes.

¢ Fellowship with like-minded believers from around the country.

e Learn and relax within the pristine beauty of one of America’s
most popular destinations.

Get “Back to Genesis” this fall with the ICR Yosemite Creation
Tour!

For more details on pricing and itinerary, or to request an infor-
mation packet, contact ICR's tour coordinator at 800.337.0375
or tours@icr.org.
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